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- WASHINGTON

The Release of the Spanish
Gunboats Probable.

Peaco Declared Between the Spanish

and Peruvian Ministers.

Call in the Senate for Information
Regarding Cuba.

s e

Passage of a Disability
Removal Bill

WABHINGTON, Dec. §, 1869,
Settlement of the Bpanish Gunboat Question.

The Spantsh gunboat guestion 18 in course of Aet-
tiement by dtplomacy. It 18 known that they have
been detalped by government on complaint of the
FPeruvian Minister, his representation being that they
were desigoed to  relleve other Epanish vessels
wilch were to  be employed In  hosullty
agunat Peru, Hence the procecdings instituted
to determine whether or not onr peutrality
laws were to be thug violated., But 1t
14 ascertained from an unofMelal, but altogether rell-
able source, that the Spanish Mimster to-day pre-
ge.ted 6 paper to the Becretary of State deaylng tue
prémises of the Peruvian Mimater, and giviog the
pledge that the gaoboats are not to  be the means of
carrylng on a war with Peru, or any other nation with
which the United Suates are at peace.  ‘This commu-
nigatisn was somewnat similar to that heretofore
presenied by the Peruvian . Minister fo remove
the olyections of Spain, the object of which was the
reiease of the two monitors purchused in the United
Stutes for the Peruyian government. The Peruvian
Mimster, on receiving & copy of the paper, expressed
himeell satiafled with the explanation and assurance
of the Spanish Minister. Therefore, the rause of the
detention of the Spanish guoboats 18 removed. s-
trict Attorney Plerrepont has already or, soon
wid be made acqualnted with these diplo-
moiic proceedings, and it is anticipated that
s acltlon in the premises wil forthwith
lcad to a judicial order for o release of the gunboats,
wuen they will*be transierred by the contractor to
s authorities of Spain, The BSpanish Mimster
Lakes n view slmilar to thas of the Peruvian Min-
ister to Mr. Heward nearly two years since, namely,
that the war between Spain and Peru and other
Buutl American republics long age ceased, with no
intention to renew the hostilities. This 18 the pres-
ent coudition of affairs, althongh not formally an-
nuunced in the communications bLetween these gov-
ernment; but when the representatives of Spain,
Peru, Chbile, Bollvia and Ecuador assemble In
Washington next January, in joint onnfclynne. 1tis
eanlidently expected they will give emphasis to the
faet that peace has been restored among them, with
& desire to caltivate the most friendly relations,

Nominations Confirmed.

The Senate In executive session to-day confirmed
the nominutions of General Belknap as Secretary of
War, and of Mr. Robeson as Becretary of the Navy,
All other nominations were referred to appropriate
commirtees, L

Nominations Sent to the Sennte,

'ﬂl.e foliowing nomipations for cirenlt jndges
were sent in to-day:—

Firs Crrenii—Georee F. Shepley, of Maine,

See nd Coenit—Lewls B Woodratl, of New York.

fiid Circutl—Willusm  McKeouun, of Pennayi-
Van .

dourth Cirenli—George A Pearte, of Marviand.

Fefth Corono f—=Willinm B. Wood, of Alabana,

Strch Qureuti—George W, Yeaman. of Kentueky.

& vanih Civenti—Thomas Drummond, of Hlinols,
Atuth Cirenit—Lorenzo Sawyer, of Cabfornia,

Tue nomination of Circalt Judge for the Eighth
Cirowt will soon be made. The echolee 18 sald to lle
between Ben Loan, of Missourl, and Judge Dillon,
of 10w

The other nominations were of appointments
made during the recess, and ineluded thiriy-seven
to the Treasury, sixty-four to the navy, 129 to the
War Lepartwent, elght to the Attorney General's
ofMlce and one (John M. Marshall) to be
first asslstant postmaster general. Among the nom-
inatlons were Charies J, Folger, to be nssistant treas-
wrer, and George W. Palmer, appraiser at New York.
Also the following In the Navy Department:—Augus-
tus L. Case, to be chief of the burean of orduance;
Daniet Ammen, chilef of the Burean of Yards and
Locks; Edward T. Dupa, chief of the Bureau of
Provisions and Clothing: W. M. Wood, eluef of the
Burean of Medicine and Surgery.

The Vacant Supreme Judgeship,

No nomination has yet been made for the vacancy
on the bench of the Supreme Court of the Lnfted
Btates, Tne chotce undoubiedly lies between Attor-
ney Geperal Hoar and Judge Erskine, of Georgla.
Adimissl of Virginin="1he President’s Soge

gestlous to be Carrled Out.

Governor Walker, of Virgiula, waa on the ftoor of
the Hoose and Senate to-day consultng about the
admission of Virginia., He talked with nearly au
the mewbers of the Reconstruction Commiitee and
found them favarably disposed to  immediate
action. A meeting of the committee will be
held to-mofrow, when the resolution relative to
Viryrinia will be tuken up, Beveral members of the
Welles rudical lobby have siguitied their desire to be
present and present some facts agatnst tne admis-
sion of the members elect. They will have httle in-
fluence, however, as the commlittes, or a majority,
are in favar of currylng out the suggestion of the

Prasient's for the | 1 adinission of

the State 0

Cougest HBetween Committees on Finuncinld
Questions,

Thewe la asharp contest going on between the Com-
mitteer on Bankiog and Currency and the Commit-
te¢ on Ways and Means about the reference of bills.
General, Goardela, chairman of the former committee,
18jan X 1o us to have bills of 8 (nancial charscter refer-
rod to | us cemmittee, winle Bchenek 18 unwilling
to aurrer wler the privilege wiich the Ways and
Means ha ¥ beretofore enjoyed, of not only devising
plaus o |, radse revenug, but of snaping the financlal
policy of ti ve government. Garfleid Doas a powerial
ally in 8, 8, Cox, who is a of his
Cox 12 const Matly on the lookout for the reterence of
Anancial biids « A0d s far nas suceeeded in peating
Schenek,  So we aof (he Western men who sre op-
posed o Gar ‘eda fhanciu theorles pave come to
e aid of Sehe bek; but they are ool so wol versed
10 the roles of ihe IHouse as Cox, aod hence aro
vitgenerallad,

Proposed Line « Vf Americun Mall Stenmeors to
Chinny via (e Suez Canal=Locouralement
to Nonthern En usreation.
Mr, 1), of New Jdersey, will antroduce in the

House to-morrow o Wil W enconrage the establish-

woent of & e of wte wnshipg, under the Mag of the

Unlon, for the conv Wance of the mails of the

United States to Eu ropedan ports und ports of

Midia  snd  Colne  BF way  of  ine  bsuez
&Canal, aod for pro Wollng emigration from
Europo 0 the Souther's States of  the (nion,

ond fur reducing the ro e of veean postage. The
flval section provides that  for the purposes sbove
Drised  the Postioaster Ger MRAl be authorized and
ditected to enter tuto conti ®ety with the Mediter-
runean and Oriental Steam N evigation Company of
Kew York for the conveyance of mails of the United
Biates fromy New York, Port’ Royal, Norfolk or
Hiuuswick to ports of Enrope, liveluding Cadiz, Mar-
sellles, Genoa won Trieste and Port Bald, In Egypt.
The contraotsa are to be JOF Lwenty yoears
The steamsulp company propose o carry
mall matter at the rate of thvee centa for
ball ounce letters @a soon as jr0stal treaties
can be conciuded by the Postmaste™ General for
lTower rates of postage with forslgn conntries, For
the purpose of promoting emigration to the Bouth
the Leglalature of any Southern Htate niay, to ald
ihé company io its operatlons, create a fana for its
soie use and beneflt, by depomiting with the Fost
OfMce Department, in the name and on behalf of sald
@ompiny, the authorized bonds and securities of nny
#ch Siate, payable In not  leAs than ffsegn

years. Thess s%ouritls are to be held by the
Post OfMce Dofartmeat aé security for the payment
of the interat and boods of tho company. The
company, in considerstion of this, 18 to establish
emgrant agencied 10 ‘Surope and send emigrants to
Stases which shall deposit lunds. ‘The bill provides
that out of the unappioprialed public lands of the
soulbern States the cimpany shall have forty acres
to glve 10 ench emigrant as an nducement for bim
to come to this country and settie, upon the payment
by bim of the appraised value of the land, paymeat
to be made In ten yearly instalmensa,

Termination of Isdlan Treatles=Congress

slonnl Legislation for Indians.

The House Commitiee on Indian Afalrs bad a
meeting to-day and instructed thelr chairman to
report & bl providing that hereafter no treaties
shall be negoilated. with the Indisng under
any clrcumstances whatever. The Dbill  pro-
vides at whatever legislation I8 necessary
for the Indians shall come directly from Congress,
and that existing treaties ehall be apnulled a8 soon
a# poeiible, The bl was prepared by Sidney Clarke,
chairman of the commities, and 18 understood Lo
have the approval of the Senate Commitiee on In-
daian AfMairs, It 48 generally conceded now among
Congressmen that 1t would be better both for the
Rover t and the Ind if the treaty system
was abolished and the Indians dealt with @lrectly by
Congress.

The Now Census Blil=The Namber of Repre-

mentutives in Congress to be Increased.

The Census Committee held 4 meeting to-day, re-
viged their bill and finally agreed 10 muke the nam-
ber of Representatives nnder the new apportionment
00, This was about the only change made in the
bill a8 aiready reported, ‘Tne committes I8 anxlous
to have their bill passed before the nolldays, bus it 1§
doubtiul If the disenssion on itwill terminnts s0 soon.
Most of the session to-day was takenup with general
debate on the bill in Committes of the Whole, and
only two apecchies were deliverad, In addition to
nearly all the members of the commitiee several
genriemen have prepared speeches which they are
anxious to dehiver. When the bll comes o be con-
sidered, sectlon by section, it 18 evident that scveral
amendments will be offered, all of which will give
rise to debate,

Caoln In the Treasary.

Tue Secretary of the Ireasury at present has on
hand about 71,000,000 coin, and the receipls irom
customs durlog the balance of this month are esu-
maied at §10,600,000, which will make & total of
$71,600,000. The weckly gales of gold, however, will
reduce this amount $6,000,000 or $8,000,000. On the
818t inst. about $32,000,00 will be required
to pay the semi-unnual Instalment of the
Interest on the bonds of 1881 awd the flve-twenties
falling due upon the 1t prox., which will leave n
_balance on hand of about £44,000,000 or $44,000,000
at that thne,

Property Stolen by Indinns.

By direction ofy the Secretary of Wur, in cases
where questions arlze as to ownersbip of anlmals in
poasesston af gm Iodians, the commanding oflcer of
the nearest military post i3 authorized and directea
to act in comjunctlon with the Indian ageant in
oharge of snid lodians, in the Investigation and

Srates, he shall forthwiln m the fac’, of such
ratication; and i 18 ahall appear that Vg Legisla-
ture of & Btate has ratfied an amendiie g¢ proposed
as aforesad, any otlier ackion by the “gegisiature of
thut Stute us o sooh ameudment 8ho g pe voul sud
dusregarded by the Becretary of Stala

Mr, WiLLiaMs moved the relercace of the hill to
the Commitiee on tug Judwiary und expressed toe
mope that it would recelve ¢arly® consideration,
wmolrl‘dfnr obvious reasons, I deserved. 1t was so

INTERNATIONAY, COINAGR.
Mr. BUEEMAN, (rep.)of Ohlo, introduced a bill to

PromoLe wi intermution) e, ixing the welght
of ::w coln ol five dumﬁl 8- Lroy "“.‘a
equ

L to & con of swenty-five francs. Lefer
o wie Committee on Finance.
KIGHTS OF MEMBERR OF CONGRERA.

Mr. cu.l-uu-rnhmm of Wis., intruduced a bill ln
relation to the "'ﬁ s of wembers of Congress, %ro-
wvidlog toat pothing o any act of C shall
herea.ter be construsd Lo prevent any member of
Cungress Irom praclising us an attorney, solicitor or
&wuﬁul in the prosecution or defence of uny cause,

or |y I court of the
United bBtates.

THE TEST OATI,

Mr. mn (rep.), of L'-mml.‘ :nmdﬂcetl Y .b:ll‘:.g
repeal laws uiring whnt was known
suministraton uﬂm test outh. He saud that the
Proposition to reniove the disabllities unposed under
the fvurteencn amendment would !all sbort of Lhe
accomplishment of tne object designed, nnless ac-
companied by the re of the test osth. The
necessity for legisiation of this character, e belleved,
bad now gone by. ‘The policy of tne removal of
thuse mﬁunu win one which the experience of
last summer, and the universal experignce of all
puriies ln the Southern States, had decided Lo be o
policy tat onght to be adopied by Congreas, and as
the republiden pacty oviginally enacted those inws
for the security of Lhe government ana the preserva-
ton of the Mfe of the nation, 8o now, when the
pecessity hwd gone oy, It seemed to the speaker
best tat the same party should remove theom.

The bill was then relerred.

BRIDGING THE DELAWARE RIVEIL,

Mr. CATTELL, {re}a.} of N. J., mirodueed a bl giv-
ing the consent of the United States to the ereciion
of & bridge aeross the Delaware rirer between Phide-
delpma and Cwaden, Reterred to e Commitiee on
Couunerce.

BOUNTIES TO COLORED SOLNTERS.

Mr, SUMNER offéred n resolution calling upon the
Committee on Ailitary AMIrs to consuler whether
suy farther legmiation 13 needed to secare for al
culored citizens who have served in the army of the
United States complete equainy with all other citi-
Zens 1 the enjoyiment of toe unltary bounty, He
remacked that ne hnd noderstood toat o statute ex-
Isted h); wiileh former siuves who bhad seryed i the
arny of whe United sStares were excluded irom the
cujoywent of the miitary bounty. As It had been
the ubject Lo give equed ryzhts to ull who served un-
der our fisg, he usk.d the early attention of the
Commtiee on Miitary Afdalre to the complew ac-
complishment of that object,

THE CONTHTION OF CUHA.

Mr. CAMERON, (rep.)of P&, offered the ollowing
resoluting i —

Hemolved, That the Prenidant of the United Rtales be re-
quested (o vomintinicaty to the Benate, If In hin apinion it
pot insompadiile with the pablio interests, any Information
be mnay boave in bie possession with regard to the progredas
of she elvil war in Cnbs and the politieal sooditen ol the
inland of Cuba.

The resoludlon was adopred.

THE WINNIPEG INSTRREOTION,

The resolution previously oersd by Mr, Ravwsry
(repy) of Minp., asking fof information concerning
Lo presence of Hon. Willlam Melho Il in Dacowl
Territory, and the opposition of the inhabitants ol
W peg to ik pulon of the offlee of Guver-
WOr was aken up.

Mr, Howaxp, (rep.)of Mich., sald e thonght the
resolution UnDecessary, nusmuch iy the intorests of
tie United States were not invoived in the Joeal dis-
turbanee whict had srisen in the Red River country,
Tha aistarbance was conflined to one of the remots

I of the | of Uanadn. He had
been ioformed that Mr. MeDongall nao recelved no
ment to exercise authoriy in tne Hed River

ing in J

determination of the question of such ow Lip.
Reveane Ofcer Murdored.
The followlng telegram was recelved at the In-
ternal tevenne OMee to-0ay:—

BEDALLA, Mo, Dec, 8, 1860.
Depnty Marshal Moses was shot dead on the dth
Inswnt by, Felix Woneworth, 1w Camden county.
Plegse instruct the Marstud to send 8 foree unuoe-
¢ dimiely. MACK 1. LEAMING, Azaessor.

Com i=sioner Delino has telegraphed to the As-
gessor for ruller particulars,

Tlicie Pistilleries In Teunessee,

Colleglor James A, Galbraith, of the Pirst Tennes-
28 distviel, reports o Commissioner Delano the
destruction of several dllivit stills n Jefferson
connty. This eonnty 14 said to bo mfested wih out-
mws engaged 10 vieiating the government revenus
Inwe, ‘the revenue authoritles did not sueceed In
making gny arrests, as thelr approach was herilded
by parties m collusion with the outlsws, aod the
Hiselt distiliers made haste to leave.

Release of a Military Prisoner.
- An order has beéen 14s00d from the War Depart-
ment directing the release of Matthew D, Taylor,
who was gemtenced by o military conrt one year
ago to four years' conflusmnent in the Penltentinry
ot [Hantavitle, Texas.
Colored Natlonnl Laber Cenvention.

Tha Xatlonal Labor Convention of colored people
gfdopted a resolotion to-dny that the presideat and
vice president of this Conventlon be i delegation to
wall on the President of the United States and ten-
der the congratnistions of this Convention on behalf
of the colored labovers of the United States,

Report of the Director of the Mint.

The yeport of the Director of the Mint gives the
tolnl colnnge for the jast nacal year as follows:—

GOl cvansinsanaen Beveamrraernnbed .
L R T T T B0, 74
Nickel, copper und bronze,...... ‘

The gold coined at Philadelphin wa + 178,637
AL San FTANCICO. ..o vveeinan 8,850,000
Stver at Philudeiplia,.... .. . 454, 748
AL San FPIOncIBeo. .....coioivinsvissnsnis 4046, 000
Nekel, cogpur and bronze at Philadelplig 1,276,080
Total number, 07 pleces struck. ....... vees 34,000,108

The total deposii= of gold bullion at the mint and
branches was $£31,40.,240, of which $16,704,4080 wus
In unpasted bars and $14,608,765 in refined bullion.

In San Franclsco the total gold deposite were
$17,711,508, of which $§,743,151 was2 in uopas ted
bars awl $0,604,238 10 reflned bulllon,

- FORTY-FIRST CONGRESS.

Second Seasion,

SENATE.

Wasmsaron, Dec, s, 1880,
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE,

On motlon of Mr, ANTHONY, (rep.) of R, 1., the
atanding commitices of the Senate were annouuneed
by the Clerk. The following Senators constitute the
seyeral commitiees named below,efier the altera-
tions made this morniog:—

Gla Foreign Reletions—Messme, Sumner, Cameron,
Harlan, Morion, Patterson, Schurz and vasserly.

O Appropriattons—hlessra. Morrlll of Me., Wil-
son, Cole, Sprague, sSawyer, Poole and Stockton.

On Naral Affnics—hossrs, Cragin, Anthony, Nye,
Drike, H-c-nttF Uhaoru ni'lll‘:f'tll[lﬂklblll-

i larents—Messrs, Willey,  VFerry, Carpenter.
Norton and Hamiltion. ’ o

O the Library—Messrs, Cattell, Howe and Morrill

of Me.

To Audit and Coneol Contingent  Erpenses—
Mesara, Ferry, Edmunas and Davis,

The vther committees are without alteration.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

The lollowing petitions were presented apd re-
rerred i—

By Mr. EpMusps, (rep of Vi, petition of ¢, 1.
Routwell, of Texns, setting fortl that the petitioner
bad been & robel and got sick of 1L, and now waoted
to be relieyed [rom all alsnoilities,

By Mr, SUMSER, (rojd of Mass, a petition of W,
Cornell Jewett asking Congress, us o mesns of vii-
dicating the dignity an1 sovereignty of the nation,
to Buspend the workings of the Freonch cable on
Americnn soll unul France auihorized the landing
of @ cabie [rom Amercs o Frenot sol, and gaaran-
teed that all American despatehes should treely pass
over France through the hunds of Anerican sgents,

Mi, BUMNER remarked thal there wus now upon
tho table of the Senale o mll wiieh mot the prayer
of the peudoner, and he proposed calling 1t up At an
warly doy.

Wy M HaMLIs, (repa) of Meo<A memorial from
ofieers of the Untbed  Stales Navy representing that
lnjuatione nnd beon done by special promotion over
theu of many of thelr fuulors, e the seevice ander
tho ack of Jely <6, 1806, wud praying Congress to
rodress the gredl wroog uarder wiieh ey tolievend
Ihemselves to sulfer by redtioring them 1o the post.
tloas o wibal they had boen polatively entied,

My, e wiet e ad certain Kaowledge of the
foevis in pome of the cases referred to, aud bad to
doubt that snnple justice demanded atibe hands of
Cangress reparation for thy wrong commitied by
reason of the act referved to, Ko a=ked the earnest
and eandid attention of the Comalites on  Naval
AfTalrs to the snhjec

THE BIGHT HOUR 1AW,

Mr. EDMUNDS gave notioe that on Friday he wonld
ask for the conslderation of e ilounse resolution
reguinting the nours of labor of governiment Wborers,

workmen and mechanies, A resolutlon wis passed
Al the inst sesston 1o relation to the hoars of Iabor
without touching the matter of compensation. The

Attorney General hid glven & decision on that law
but tha hesds of the departments had not executed
the law in accordance with that decslon. ‘The Iaw
1twell, he belleved, wus unlp_t MaLgfactory to the work-
men, at leaat It was working no pront to them, but
tended to demoralize every governwental institution
1n which laborers were employed.

RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTA,

Mr. WiLLIAMS, (rép.) of Oregon, Introduced a joint
resolution retating to amendments to the consilin-
tian, providing that whonever saclafactory evidence
i hea to the Becre of State that turee-
fourths of the L atures liave ralified NH' ?m-
posed amendment (o the constitution of the I'niied

country, but was abng a8 A private citizen, though
having received an Assarance of fntore appointment
a8 tovernor of thul portion of Bri America kKnown
a4 the Red River country. of the seitlers on
the northern border of Hes0tL Wers, perhaps,
greatly dissatisfied with sowe arraugement recently
muade by which the Hudson Bay Compauy had sold
ont their lntercsis: and one great object with them
wis the ereetion ol & loonl government of their own
o look alter their own special iterests,  The difi-
culty was spparently of a purely local nature,

Mr, RaMsey sald a portion of the people he repre-
sented enjoyed o considerable trade with the Hed
Hiver conntry, and that tue people of the latter
locality were i & stute of discontent and revolution.
The United Btates was represenied there by o ool-
lector of the revenue und other officials, ana |t
peemed Important that the exact conditon of aui's
there shonla be asceriaine Agreed to,

CANADIAN BECIPROCITY TREATY.
Mr. Tuvssas, (dem.) of Olito, offéred 4 resolntlon

réquesting  the  Fresideut 10 mdorm the Segae
WOAether since * ksl Session of ConZress suy nego-
tiationg iy ken place or been proposeda beiwesn

this governmens and the government o Great Bri-
Liin I pespect to 6 reciproclty treaty or resiprociy
IAWs on bhe sulgect of trade 4ad comineres beiween
the United Stass and. Canada, awl to commumeiie
RUY correspondenos thit iy nuve taken place be-
iween the Exceutive and the governmoent of Great
Hritiin or that o the Dominion of Canada.

Mr. SUMKER :ngested the insertion of the nsuat
clause, 40 1o the d=cretien o tke President the
lniormation be copsstent with the public inieresis."

The resolution 4s modified by the suggé g thys
muude was agreed ro.

PROTGCTION OF CITIZENS,

The resalution hy Mr, Srawaer, (rep.) of  Newv,, ve-
quesing the Judiciary Comimities to loguire i1 any
States were aenying tooany class of  persons the
equal proieotion of the Taws, i violation ol treaty
abugations and of the fonrteenth amendment, wax
taken up and agreed to.

CLEARING THE FLODE OF 7108 SENATEH.

A regolntion oifered by Mr Drake, (rep.) of Ao,
providing that hereafter the Moot of the Senute shall
De cloared of persons nob entifled o1t priviieges
ten minules beiore the meeting of the bhody, was
Laken up aud agread w ny o vore of 10 to 17,

. MELIEF PROM DISABILITIES.

The bill to relleve certiln persons therein parmed
from the dJdisabilitles imposed by the fourteenth
amendment to the constitation came up in order.
The bill contains e names of $0 or 600 persons.

Mr. BUMNER moved vo reler the bill oo comoittes,
wut after discugsion wirndrew hix monon, aod he
ofll passed.

Tie joint resolution for the relef of persons
engaged in the late rebellion, providing that upon
tne final adoptlon of the Nfteenth awendwent wil
disabiiities siall coase, was taken up.

Mr. BrEwanrsaid he belleved the time had areived
to wake the declaration here proposed. No danger
need be apprelended 1 the nuediace removal of
these disabiiities: but, on the contrary, continued
imposition  would  have the effect whiech Con-

gress  desired to  prevent—ihat of  throwing
the former reool Stutes into  rebel  hands.
That such Was effect was  evidenced

the
from day to day, because besite 1hemselves having
the power Lo vole they were enubied 10 excite the
aympatny of theie nelghbors by appealing to them to
Ald 1n removing their disabiliiies. Now that unl-
versal sufMrage hidd been secured it would ba politie
to close the reconstruction work with uoiversal am-
nesty. In the murter of individual cases of retiel
there wius much room for impogition upon the geu-
erodity of Congress, and the disabilites of man
persuons bad been removed upon unfalr sod Incor-
rect representntions to members of Uongresd, Ne-
cessarlly 1t wes impossible for Congress to exercise
R0 1ntelligent iscTiwInALion 1N pasaing upoun these
cased in decatl, and tne more aavisable course was
to deal with them a8 a class. By means of this de-
claration, that the adoption of the filtecnth amend-
ment would releve the disabillties now imposed,
the cause of reconstruction would be strengt.icned
:nu.l m:dldumwn of the amendient 1tsell materialy
netened.

EXBCUTIVE BESSION,
The Sendte then resolved lsell into executive ses-
slon and soon afier adjournea.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs,

WASHINGTON, Dec, 8, 1509,
. SUNDING THE NATIONAL DEBT.

Mr. MognreLn, (rep) of Fa., introduesd a bill o
rand the debs of the United States at o low rate ol
Interest, to make the natlonul Lanking system (ree,
and for other purposes. Haferred to the Commilies
of Ways and Means.

THE PIFTEENTI AMENDMENT,

Mr. I'arsg, (rep.) of Wi, ofered A resolution

directing tho fecrotary of Stnte @ ioform the House

what Stite  Legisiatures bad rafified the proposed
Afternth constitntional smendment.  Adopied,
EVMPATUY WITH CUBA,

Mr. Conp, (rop) of N, O, asked jeave 1o offer a
rezolition of Sy mpaciy with the Cuban insurrection,
Bt Lie general onder of bosiness was called for by
Mr. Maynard.

BILLE AND HESOLUTIONS,

Mr. PALMEN, m;‘:.:ur luwa, tutrodueed a bill to
authorize the Burliogion and Missonrr River Rutl-
road Company, or 1ILe Rssigns, to change e esti-
lished route n Nebraska.  Keferred to the Paciie
Thatiromd Commibies,

MIy LAWKESOR, (fep) of Ohio, oifered a resoiation
directing the Committee o Pabile Lanas W inquire
o the cxpediency of amendmg the Homestead
Law %0 a8 Lo authorize ex-sollivra and semmen of
the United states to recelve 160 geres of land instead
of erghity weres, 48 NOW BULROERIZSA [0F B homesieml,
out of the alteraate sections of jand embraced 1o
ridrosd s othier granis owned by the govermment,
Adopted,

Moy Davis, (pep) of XY, mtrodagea a Wl to
Aboligh the doties on ool Belerred to e Commit-
tee of Ways sou Means.

Mr. BUprINGton, (rep.) of Mpss,, offered o resoly-
Hon direeting toe Becrotary of War o trnsmi re.
POFLS relative to the protection and iprovement of
Plywouth harbor, Mass, Aaopuod,

everal bille for the romoval of political disabill-
ties ware introduced and referred o the Commitiee
o Reconstruotion.

Mr. SaniENT, (rop.) of Cal, introduced & bill to
Rrocurd and disseminate lnformation of the extent
%ralnc coreal nnd other crops ol loreign countriis.

ferred to the Commities on Agricilture,

The bill requires American Consuls residing in
countiries which rmuse cercal or oiher crops that
coue lo competitlon with American products I the
markets of world to furnisi quarterly state.
tenta of the condition of the crops Lo the State
Departmens, which s to lurnish them io
the Commissloner of  Agricuiture, who 18
required to put them in & cowdensed form
In nis monthly efrcular, corrected by any sccu-
rate information in his posseasion. The objeot of
t0o DAL e to furnigh Information 19 [arwerd 1 ene-

blo tnem Lo &2l or bold \helr crops in view of foreizn

murketd, wust of Wwe luormation now obtalneole
drawi iren cuglise souroes and colored oy

sbe necessiuies ol e country,

huum- iis Were wiroduced and referred a8 ful-

Wai—

By ur. BPRICKLAND, (rep.) of Mieh,—Extending the
FPoriago Luke sud Lide superior iaiiroad Lo Kewee-
naw say, Mcuigan

By Mr. Fixk ELNuURG, (rap) of Mo.—Conceraing
duties of unpor, proposiug & penodical reductivn
of Len per ceut

By Mr. CavaNavGy, (dem.) of Montana—To pro-
whie for the eiection uof certun Territoral omeers by

e h

By sir. MUNGEN, (dem.) of Oulo—To exempt from
WXALUON 1AP Property of ex solaiers satlons uf
the United stiles o the sdme exteut a8 tie property
ul boudbolders,

By Mr. WNEILL, (rep.) of Pa.—For the restoration
Of Capuin Dominick uynch to the aclive list of toe

navy.

By Mr, McCrany, (rep.) of lowa—Toamend ths nct

for the consuliation ui the Umted Stutes statules.
ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTESS

The oPEAKER wade & proposition to the House In
reference o Lbe assignipeut to committees ol the
seVerRl recentiy wuniiled memovers, AL present it
was nok in s power to assign those gentlemen to
commlitees and he suggested that e be authorized
Lo assigu Lhem as woln wemibers W suol couumil-
Jees a8 he imignt desin desirable,

M1, BROOKS, (dem ) ol N, Y., objecting to that reso-
Jutiun Bud suggestion, expressed the Lope that the
Bpeaker would linprove the opportunity by addug o
demacralic member (o Lie Vounmities on llections.

Mr. FARSawWORTH, (rep,) ol WL, suggested thut the
magter be referced 1 the Vommities un Kules,

Mr. SCHENUK, (rep) of Onle, did not favor that
suggestion, because it would be ape Lo cunse delay
aud wonld look to something Uke o permancent ar-
raugemens lnstead of 8 tempurary oue,

M, FARNSWonTH did not wish to be understood
as objecting to the Speaker's propositioa, but he re-
minded (e Honse that there were & great many of
ie commmitiess of the touse that were obdolete, ex.
cept ou paper, toat never met and Dad no puce of
mesnng, and he thought it beter that the whole
gupject ol comuntttees =neuwld be revised by the Uoin-
mitkee on ules,

My, WLk, (rep.) of Ollo, offered a resolation,
giving the Speaker the autlority suggesied.

Mr. Dawes, (rep.) of Miss, Tavored referring the
wihoie lnatier w e Commities on iLales, 1t din not
secm FO o DL quite right W leave e mater so
enurely tothe Speaker. 10 was o deltenie maiter,
ano he supposed the speaker iimsell would preter
L have 1L urranged oy e Commities on Kules,

The Breaken subd he had no desive in the matter
ab all, otaer tuan what might be tndicated by tne
House,

My, ELprinat, (dem.) of Wis, suggested that the
uly mighe e obvigted by the resignation of the
wembers of (e colamiee Who e Low BECVing on
more Lhan one. -]

Mr. Busaasix, (rep) of Mo, wthought the whole
Innier premaiure untl arter the adonssion of toe
Vil Mississippl and Toxas members,

Funally the sunjegt was relerred to the Committens
on Rules,

FETITIONS PRESENTED,

Mr. Prooks presentod a petition from the em-
ployes of Plunney, Blakeman & Co., of Sew York,
fayur of the Jenckes Ulvil sarvies vill,

M RELSEY, (repy) of 5. Y., presanied @ petition
it Beymolr, of bost Bloonaield, ontario

connly, N. Y., ol venewal of [us patent lur an -
br L seed pl or gram drilis.
THE 10 1N CUNMITIEE OF THE WHOLE.
e Huuse o went  fnto Committee of the

Wihaote, M. Dawes in the choir, aod proceeded 1o a
constderauon of the LIl to provide for taking the
nioth census, 1o U the nunber of members of the
House of Bepresentitives and to provile lor their
TULure anpurtionment gnong the several States,

Alr, BTOKES, (rep.) of Lenu., chairman of the Cen-
aua Goniibes, commended the mdusiey of tue sub-
copmittes, wlich sat during the recess, am! sald
le woulld leave the manugenient anil enginesting ol
the bi to the ehilean ol that Aub-coumnuatiee, Mr,
Gargeld, of Olio,

ME GARFIELD, (rep.) of Olle, proceeded to state
suednctly the pouts of the bl und the machinery
devied In 16 for taking the census, expluning
wherein and why it dufered from Mt Ly wineh tne
CenEnS of 1500 wis tiken,

Iureply to questions put by Mr, Butler, of Mass.,
Mr. Clark, of Kan., aud others, i regard to the re-
presuitation in Congress, Mr. GARFIELD sall the
préent organization  or owmbering of the House
begin o the 4ib of  Mareh, 1563, and  manfesuy i
whlrug uottl e same day o Maren, 1873, The
censis Lo he taken next June ought, of course, to be
oompieled, so fur s the tuking 18 concerned, by the
Int ef July, We shail not know unti nexe ikl Whag
the basis of represeatation will be, and, ns & matter
Of COUrsY, no re fRUng of States cnn be made
WL atter thiel,  The conantitee agreed Hus morn-
g to dll up e bieok for the guaoer ol members
Wikl Sl
reierenee Lo the luformation to be obiained from
raromd e poies, sl Gacteld remarked et now
Pl Che gegre question hid been got el of, the next
Hreal tehit would be witl these greal corporitions,
and Cougress shoulld st lenst Koow whal tiey were
dolng wilh the national wewiti dn their s,

1o Teply o B guestion by M, Peters he stated that
With the wiole unmber of members fixed at 900
1o BLte world suifer e 1088 of W member, but with
Sif Uxed as e number two or laree of (e New
Eogiand States would suffor,

Mr. Boruen, of Mass, logolved whether any ar-
TRRZOUIRDE wWad wade N tbe Ll for ublining tele-
yraph sjanisties =

ME A TRLD tepliod thatl there was not, exceept
08 Pegaroing Lo telugraph connected wiih ralirosas,
The comnuiee ud prepared an wdditional seneduie
for tha! purpose and lud oo ready to offer in case the
Hoase desiced 1k bul the committec had hecome
alnrmoed at the =ize of the sehednle and haa left 16 ont,

Mr, HALDEMAN, (dem,) o] Py alwotlier member of
the Census Commitien, exprossen  his views on the
syoject, dwelling on the unportance of o il aml
culnplete censns, embricing property and ncome.
He thomeht 10 time 0 48K WHEtHer OiRs408 Were nor
Betng tavored 1o s countey, amd wheiher onr gys-
Lo of income, rd and Internal revenues were pot
making fures on the body politle.  With that ldea
lie wout, ne the proper ting, propose an additional
colinmp e the prover sonedule for a return of the
weekly lueone Irom wages, salarics and professgions,

The commitier tuen procecdad o discass and con-
slier the niil by soctions,

Mr, MuxsuEes wovea o umend the thind section by
limiting the termn of serviee of Bl census cmploycs
10 W0 years mstead of three,  Kejected.

Ay, DAVIS moved [ amead fne Bame point by
insering the wordsa “and whenever theilr services
stould cease to be required,”  Adopred,

Alier progressing a8 far us the tourth sectlon of
the bl the comuutiee rose, and the House at threo
o'clovk adjonried,

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.

itntionnlity of the Cottou Tax of 1566,
G WUl M. Farriagtom,  Ploaaidl in
Eeivr, e Rolre S, Suunders, Evvor to the Clrcwdt
tonrt for the Distriet of West Twanessee,—The
plaintyf in ervor was the owner of 150 bales of cot-
tou on which the tax of three cents per pound, im-
posed by the luteroael revenne act of July, 1860, was
latd.  He refosed to pay the tax, but finally did so,
under proiest, 1n secordance with the practide in
such casos under the customs revenne laws, Lo save
the seizjire of the colton; and this suit was brought
to recover back the sum  pald, the plantif alleg-
Ing tuat the tax s a violation of those provi-
sions of the constitution which prolithit the
laying of capitation or other direct taxes, uniess in
proportion to the census, and e laying of dutics

on articles exported from any State. The judgment
below wud 10 [avor of the government, snd wilt of
ErTor was taken to this court, where It was now
heard, The planud in error maiotaing that by the
established law, s derived from the coostitution, a
TAX on lunas and Douses and w capltation wx are
direct, Taxes on 1 wrtlcles of ption or
cXpense are ladirect, and that ao ad valorem tax on
personal rpmbcrl.y. without reference 1o oonsn'mp-
tion, 14 of the same character a3 an ad valorem
tx on land, both being direct, These conclu-
sion® are arrived at after an elaborate ex-
amination of the subject of taxation, and
Lhey are smbmitted to the court as suliclent
to Hbhow shat tno tax in question, levied as
it 15 directly npon production, without rélerence to
Ita use or consmmption, is, In t8 nature, a direct
tax, which can ne levied oy by the rule of appor-
vonment. On the other braneh of the argnment it
I8 Insleted that cotton 18w artele prdoced for ex-
riation; and cotton statlstics are quoted to show
he (et From 1820 to 1564 three-fourths to five.
SIxtng of the cotton ratsed 1n the United States was
exported: and in the years 1805, 1564 and 1547 the
BXOFA Were Iwo-thiras to three-lonrths,  For the
Yeur ending Jaue S0, 1867, 667, 10870 pounds, ol the
value of $L02,807,910, were exported. O the por-
tion not exported from the United States it fs
asserted as a konown mct thab but  an foslgnt-
cint  fraction 18 consnmoed o the  Sutes
whers the cotton I8 produced, the great bolk of it
bemg exported to other states i whe Upon, 1618
contended that thls |5 o lonsiative geclaration tong
coiton shnll not bee exported without paying a tux,
wed that IF tne consticution can he defeated UET
The X 18 not nnined #n ex portation tax, (he admiea-
tion ouew fele (or 118 power must be ohanged mnto
contempl for ts unpovency.  Tihe snme rales of -
terprotation naust ba applied 1o (his restriction im-
ru-uﬂ Opon e IBAerkl goverament, /4 hive uni-
ormly peea to ihe ke restriction uoposed on Lue
States. Wille the former @ promblied from layiog
ANy teX or duly ob arickes exporied, the latter are
profioiied rom leylng oy 1mposis or duty on im-
ports  or  expored. The tax in this case lus
uo  precedent  In the  past  action  of  the
government, ana no warcant In the provisions
of  the constitation, I it can  be  man-
tiner then wll the objections maden the convention
whilch framed the consdtution on neing the tx-
Ing power are flly realizea and sl the arguments
h{ wilch they were answers proved to be faise,
The Atorney tieneral, on behall of the governnent,
maintats thst the power of taxation 1% aoamited,
and the exient of [Ls eXOrcisn rests wholly in thie dis-
eretion of the leglsiative branch of the governwment,
exeept 1 the three parbictuiacs specified in the cons
stitton—that direct @A dball be apportioned; that
thiat all duties, INPOsts and excises <nall be volform
and no tax shall ba Akl on mrieles exported from
uny State. The tax objectsd to wmust, therelure, be
planly and clearly slwwn to be witiln the excep-
oo of the eonstiintion or the objection cannoe
revall,  kvery presumption 1s in favor of 1te valid-
ty. The tax nere compiamned of is not & direct tax,
being neluer n on lamnd, nor & tax on
slaves, or other capliation tax. The case
of Hylton va. The Upited States (3 Dall, 171) 14
cited an an authority as to tho notion of & direct tax,
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in wideh 18 was held Lhat a direct tax ineludes ouly

.

| meat, without e

Aauch a tax aain I8 natars eapable of apportion-

roatng grest loeouality and injus-
Lost in the apolication. This tax on cotton i not
capulne of appordonment among the sSuiles, as
required in the case of direct axation, noris it mn
Any respect 8 wx on jand, bot & sieictly aod pro-
periy w duiy lad upon & specific cominodliy or ari-
cle of con-umpuon, Not 13 LS o X on eXporis,
begauss it 14 lud alike on all colton, Whelher
Html’l-&l or not, wod without regard W exportation,
Articles exported from any State within the meaning
of the constitution nre articles exported frowm any
state to loreygn countries. Ihe distinction betweel
B4 eX;0rt dulty and an exclss 13 toat in the one cuse
tog tAX can only atiagh upon the happening of o
?nrtmulu event—to wit, the exportation oi the ar-
Iele on whion it 18 lid—while i e other the lax
TAY sitach to the article generally and irrespecuvn
Of tue happening of such ag eveni. Where o tax of
the Latier description 18 Jald upon o commodiey,
Wheller grown of waoufsctured, whiie in the hands
of the producer or manulgeturer, and without re-
pard to i future destination, 164 character cerialnly
does not become changed into alax of the lormer
desertpiion by the mere tact that o pact, or even the
wihiole, of tue article thus taxoed s alterwards entered
lor export to u foreign country. That would make
the legaity of wie tux depead Bot upon the clreui-
Btances to which 1t was adopted by the Leglaia-
ture, snd which existed at the uwe ol e
coliection, but upon those subsequently transpiring
ML bhe mere will of ndividnalg, o other words the
law imposing the taxes, Liough  perlectly valud
when it took effect upon the arucle taxed, would Le
rendered voud by eveuts Liuppenliyg alier its purpose
had been fully accomphsted and its operaiion 1n
reference to the artucle had altogether ceassd, The
pracipe, I adioitted, would reader of Littie avill
il pxeise taxallon upon articles oi commerce. A
BLALe CANUUE (X Luports 1o the hands of the muljurtl'r.
but can tax merchandise lmported aier (it Lus
passed one of the bands of tne Bneorter, or, 1o s
nauas afier the packages are orosel. Un the same
princlp e, Congress can Lax, 084 coamodity, mer-
chandige in the hands of it proaucer, wiich way
alterwards be exported, the twx beiog anl upol e
preduction and 0ot npon any Perdon WOo way ex-
port any part of It, and ju couseygnence of such
exportation. Tne fact tnat more thun ball  the
cotlon producsd In the coantry i exportad to o
foreign couotry bas nouuu'f o do with the cons
stitanlity of the law. f Congress cannoi
consututlonally lay a tax upon the produaction of

ure of a o lity, becanse more thuo
onehalf of 1t 18 exported, (b cannul Npon any cuin-
modity of which less thiun one-uslf 1s exportsd. ‘1ue

conEtitutiouality of an act of Congress cannot de-
pend upon the state of Wae; ana il Longless canoot
ConsttuUonaily tex afy counodity i1 soine pars ol
I annuaily exportad it cannot lay any excise lax
on comwmodities at nll without proviging for & draw-
back i case of exportation. sach a constitntion
nulities the power ol Congress to lay exclse wxes,
The tuX 15 an_ excise tax and is unuorm throngbout
uie Lnited states,  ‘Toe et that cotton or any otoer
article I8 not produaced or fonnd allke 1o all pares of
the country docs not afect the question, Thore 18
no product of ngrienltare oF manutactare which 18
foung m all the Sutes m gquancities exactly propor-
tiouate to the populstion or anyuling else of all the
States. 16 bad besn the oplalon of Covgress lrom
Lae first, 08 wouid appeas from 118 legisiation, thas
LaXxes on personsl property Kept for ase were excise
xXes &5 much as on peérsonal property made lor
sdle, and that the tax npon such products as o
baceo, manmactured or made lor sale, was an ex-
Clse tax.

The questions were argued at great length on both
Aldes, no less than five different briets being fled.
P. Pmllips, Alhert ke, R. W. Jonoson, M. l.
Bharkey, James Hughes and R Toil for plamtil in
error. E. K. Hoar, Attorney Gencral, and W. A,
Fumll, Assistant Avtorney General, for the govern-
meat,

E. . Wheeter, of San Francisco; Willlam T, Wal-
Inve, of San Josd, Cal; Rovlason Tom, of Mem-
phis, Tenn.; Euwene M. Wison, of Minoeapolls,
Minn.; Aibert Todd, of St. Lows, Mo, aud G, '
Shaw, of New York city, were admitted to the bar
of Lhe Supreme Conrt,

THE CIRCUIT JUDGES.

Wao give below brief sketches of the Clreult Judges
appointed by President Grant, and whose names
were sent to the Senate yesterday for confirma-
uon:—

GEORAE F. RUEPLEY, OF MAINE.

With the career of this gentieman, who has been
sppolnted Judge of the Fifst Cirealt, the public is
quliie famuigr, He was born In Saco, Me, on
Junuary 1, 1810, recelved n good education and
graduated 1o 1887 from Dartmouth College. He
subsequenttly studied at the Barvard Law
School, aud  after his admisslon to the bar
moved to Bangor, where he commenced the
practive of s pr On the of Polk
to the Presidency, Mr. Shepley was appointed United
Stated Diatriet Attorney Iin Maine, holding that oMee
until Mr. Lincoln’s mstallation, when a repuniican

was appointed, At the otithreak of the
rebelbion he offered his services to the State and
was commissioned colonel of the Twelfth Maine
voluntesrs.  In ecommuod of this regiment he
accompanied  General Butler in nis expedition
against New  orieans, commanding a4 brigade
during the greator part of _the campaign,
wud becoming commuandant of tPfu pust atter the

OVER THE ICE.

e ——————r
Young Americn on Skates—[nanguration of
the Guy and Festive Scason os lee—The
Rinks in New Yoru and Willinmsbnrg.
Beveral hupdred devoted skaters eagerly wels
comed Lhe innoguraiion of the S<A0ing BERsON yes-
teridlay afternoon, at  MeMilhan'a Fifth Aveuug
Ring, corner of Forty-sixin strect,  This rink, whica
ia o roofess enciosure, covers hall the block be-
tween Fifth and Madison aveusues, and lss one
Breat adavantage in belog close to Lhe centre of &
very lashionuble ueighborhuod, The lce yosterday
wus apout four mebes thick and straight and level
A3 & Dilllard table. Tha arcengruents onde by
McMillun were not quite complote, bub wheu tiey
are  tpers  will  pe littie o desire  and
nothing to  apprehend bar  oererowding. A
fight of steps leans down frown the sldewalk om
Forty-gixth sireet to along, low wooden structure
stretching weross one eud of the rink. The visitor
baving pald his adiml=sion fee al a snall semieiren-
lar aperture outslae (e entrance, pusses 1Nto am
ample room warmed by 8 stove, wiore skates aro
procured and pat oh and cnmbrous eloining (4 taken
charge of. A bar for refreshmen's stand® in one
corner, where mild beverages oniy will be provided.
A parttion divides tine room from another of equal
stze, which |8 intended to be used by he New Yorkg
Skating Club.  When thé foor 15 mid with mattiog,
the walls papered awd pretursd pud a siove of rea-
sopable dize introduneed 10 will make & comloriable
aud handsome headquartera, A vapd of musie nnom-
LeTInG  eleven  pleces  was  present  yesterday,
and blew o some prefty mirs in very good style.
“gweer Spirit, Heae My Prayer" apyeared 0 be o
spiendid mensure of music Tor the skalers, 08 long
BWelling notes barmosizing  wlhairawmy  with e

TACEIUILY pWeeping curves performad vl the sBales.
The ring 18 surrounded by & low reuag, over whloh
i0lk® ean lean and wateh the movemeats of the
peaple on the lec, At oight o0 Wil Lo 1% oy 8 chan
af i ps extendiug arouna te jonr sides aod paced
A WAy Detween e sarfuoe ol e ik and the side-
wiiks, Umted to the strect fnm 8, wiich are tol
DUMErons o the vielniy, toere will bean o
Of Light cast Across Lae [rozed fuur. weing open
o Fith avenye the rink paorrally draws the atten-
don of crowds that roll pass to tie Park, mpd yesters
day belng the opening duy & great many persons
stopped Lo look nod wateh the ssillil piroueiting of
Bome of the Iady sgatcrs, The ¢luss of persons who
may be expected to patromze this place of amuse-
ment will be of an arstocratic steipe il tere be not
a reeling of fustidious aversion Lo sRALILG 10 HUCR
an eX?uned publie sitoation. Judging vy the dis-
play of handsome winter tonets wod teautiiul laces
nying hither and thither on the 1o yesterday aiters
noon it 18 Talr 1o expect SO0IEe Vil Suliaciive gikliers
1ngs OCCAslonally througn the wiatdy

SKATING IN WILLIAMSBU NG,

Cammeyer's Lmop Poud, mx Willlwmsburg, wad
opened yesterday under very encouraging auvdploes,
Tiis pond 18 atont the flnest any whers near New
Yorg. Its frozen surigee spreads over 10X and o
null acres, giving roon for all tne small poys of @
large oty to disport thewse, ves skutorially.  In the
sumnmer this ground I8 devoted to the wanly game
Of Dase pall, and thousands of mwen and mwrlens g
for hours watching with delliguied attedtion the
spIfting foriuncs of the play, tae skul of e bay an
the bat or the wonaerfal feetness shown 10 a sue-
ceasful home run. Inthe winter It undergoes o
transtormation, but 1t does Dot lose s
character a8 o place of  publlo  AmMuUscLell.
Instéaa  of @& sportive  youtn  being  senl
L by a blow of & base ball 1u the temiler parc
of the siun, he 8 dropped 1 & Lvely Way on o ice
flour four or s1X inced thiok because of Knoosing un-
ceremomousiy against somebody els=, ‘Lhers wera
a few hundred persond on the 11nk yeaterday, bLue
there was room tor aboul tew tlues 48 many more.
Everytuing 15 10 ceadiness lor tue season. - The
romms for skaters are all newly dited ap aod accom-
modauon provided for an lmmense gumbes, 'There
18 & shop on the premises for making ready snd re-
patring skatlng tools, Over 200 lups will be strung

around the sudes. In the ceotre of the ok o
circilur glass  trume, moualed on A pole,
will contan @ hght  whica  will  throw s

effulgent beams o cousiderable distance @il round.
When the nights are dry and davs ol e lamps will
be lir, und the dispiay, it s apueipated, will be vastiy
brilhiant, Moonlght, whoen 1L s lberally sapoiled,
will b taken in preférence to Keruseoae, ws ey
much more romantic and congenbi! to the soals of
loving couples ou skates, Fulks from New York v
landing at South =eveulh strest may ride or trodge
len or twelve blceks straight cul trom the ferry, tud
they cutel Sight of two blen poics, with hail a duzen
flage fluttering 1o the greéeze, taey can wri to Lie
rigut & Block OF Lo, and discover Lamseives over-
looking the fooded gud (Fozen Usbie Hoid of nany
gallaut base ball batiatona,

JUSTICE MOCKLD.

The Conviet Mare Allen Stll in the Cliy=—
Writ of Errvor Tssued by Juodge Coarvdezs in
His Case,

On the 27th of last month, at eleven o'clock
at might, City Jodge Guooing 8. DBedford, Jr.,

rall of the Crescent Oity. JLater in the year he was
commissioned n brigadier general, and was subse-
quently nppowmted Military Governor of Loulstuna,
whieh position he heta nutdl 1864, when s gave way
to Michael Holim, who had been previously clested
to  the omice, He was pext sent o Norfolk
as Military Governor, and after the fall of
ichmond  held the ssame position in that eity.
With the ciose of the war General Shepley retired
from the service, nnd late in the year was appointed
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Maine,
of which s father was once Chielf Jusfiee. The
General bears the reputation of a lawyer of declded

abuity.
LEWIE B, WOODRUFF, OF NEW YORE.

The Judgesiup of the 1 Cirelt has been con-
ferred upon Mr. Wowmirntf, who is widely known as
one  of the present judges of the New
York Court of Appeals. He 18 o native of
Litchtield, Conn., winch aiserict bis browhier. George
¢, Woodruil, represented in the Thirty-seventh Con-
fresa,  Mr. Woodrulr moved to tois city when guite
# young man and commenced practice as the part-
ner of George Wood, the eminent luwyer. He
hecame pr 1n his pr and in 1549 was
elevaten, by election, to the ofMce of Judge of the
vonrt of Common Pleas, serving six years, AL tie
cloge of his term he was elected Jndge of the Snpe-
rior Court of New York, holding that position nniii
1563, when he returned to the bar amd achieved
great suceess in the renewed practice of the
nw, n nearl{‘ all_ of the most
noteworthy cases. In 1806 Mr. Woolraf was o
candidate for a .Intlgeamiz of the Supreme Court,
but was defeated by Ln P. Ingralinm,. Subsequently
he was elevated to the bench of the New York Court
of Appeals for the term ending on the Ist uit. At
the recent glection In thi= Stute he was the repabli-
can eandidace tor the short term, but was defeated
by Robert Eacl. Mr. Woodralf marrled o dunghter
of tae late Chief Justice Hornolower, of New Jeraey.
A8 a member ol the New York bar he (8 regarocd
one of the ableat lwwyers in the State, a moan of de-
clded taients and nfexibie tn 0is wmtegrity.

WILLIAM M'KENNAN, OF PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. McKennan, appoinied to the Third Cireuit
Judgeship, 18 & reswdent of Washington, !a.,
whers ne 15 the recognized head of lis county bar.
Although repeatedly offered to represent his party
in Congress or to aceept the office of judge ofglits
district, he has hitherto ressted all efforts.  Presl-
dent Grant f(irst made hig avquatntance at the mar-
ringe of W, W, Smith, a cousin of Mpa. Graut, to a
daoghter of Mr, McKennan, It will ber e

seqatenced the notorfons panel thef Mart Alien, the
well known leader of vhe Eignth ward gang, to fve
years' nuprisoament in the State Prisoa. The crime
tor which the rufan was tried azd condemned was
robbery by the extra contvraptible “panel’” gawme.
The defence was persistent, and the jury founa
much diflenity in agreeing to & vardied, lodeed, it
was rumored in the coort room on that even-
ing that a “friend of the fami'y" of the
Allens, who, curlonsly enough, happencd to be
one of the jury, reluded (o hear anything
ar gee anyihing inthe cacr agalust the jeopardized
Mart; and 1t 12 sald =0 confident woere lis friends of
acauittal that they ofMered beis or §600 to one dollar
that he would wot be convieted, The Judge ex-
pressed satistaction with the vendict of guilty waich
was finally returned by the jury, and paki no atten.
tion wistever to-the pressure of certain ward politi-
clans who songht to save from bis jost doom their
valuable coadjutor. Judge Bediord, addressing the
prizoner, sald:—'*. 10 DOL S2e any palliatng clreum-
stances in your cass, gnd theresiore deem 1t simply
my oMaial dafy to mele the severest paoairy," and
then impressively pronounced the sentence,

The verdict gave prest pnblle satisfuction, and
produced an excellent effect on the large class of
thteves of which Mart Allen was the ackopowledged
head. The peopie hid not forgotten that through

the infuenca of wily poitticlans, thamso ves liable to
eriminal ndictment, cerlle persons wio were
tawrly tried, convicied and senieaceld for the hilgnest
crime known to the law were walking the sireels o

perfect  freedom, wiile a large number
of  otners woo  had committed ofences chat
mertted  dgevere punisimant, wera never
brought to trial.  Bul the drioness, energy ana

abiey dlgplieyed by Ciey Judgs LBediord on the bench
of tne General scssions lospred the hope that
bencolorward the transgressurs of the law wooid
recelve fitung punishment aud that justice would
not be mooked durlag s term ol oitiee,  Untor-
nately, lowever, for the popular wish, the Ciy
dudge’a duty ends whan e sealeuces a prisener,

that his neme was spoken of 188t spring i connees
tion with a place in the Cabinet,
W. B, WOOD, OF ALABAMA.

The only facts known of Mr. Wooll's carcer s that
he 18 o Jawyer of Alabams and served in the Con-
federate army a8 colonel of the Fifteenth regiment
of Alabama Voluuteers, After the close of the war
e supporied the Congressional plan of recoustrues
tion, and & now [0 full fellowship with the repub-
lican party. Mr. Wood has been appolated Judge of
the Fifil Clromlie.

GEORGE 1. YEAMAY, OF KENTUCKY.

To the Sixth Cironit Mr. Yemwan his been ap-
polnted Judge. 2 was born ln Kentucky on the 15
of November, 188, recelved a good education,
atudied  luw  and  aclieved  brilllant | suceess
at the bar. Fpom 1804 to 19568 he was Judge of
Daviess county, where ho has alwaya resided. In
1861 he was elected to the Kentueky Legislatare, and
during the following year muded in resiog o regi-
ment of volunteers tor the Uniom araty, Upon tho
resignation of J. 5, Jackson he was elected his sue-
cessor a8 Hepreacutative (o the Thirty-seventy Con-

ress, and wis re-elecked 10 tne Thirty-sightn,  In
Sds Mr. Yoaman was nppoloted Mimster Hesldent 1o
Uenmar k.

THE FAENCH BINEVOLENT SOSIETY. ‘

Th e Frenel Benevolent Soclety, for which Father
Hyacinthe lectures tonight at the Academy of
Musie, 18 devoted entively to alding natives of
France, It orlginated In this city m 1509 aug was
meorporated In 1519, The present preaident s Mr,
Frederie H. Coudert. 1t has no buliding for the
accommodation of mmates, but keeps an office at
#7 _Houston street, where 1ts ehariiiea are di<pensed
TWO days I each Week (o tae extent of about 4, oo
8 year. Tho recipienta are cheny okl women,
Among the few men who regulurly receive its

boanty 19 an 0ld foldier of Napoleon, who was with
him in the alsagirons Russian campaien,  Toe ]

pensioners réceive from threo doliars to six dollira
& mooth n cash and  orders upon bakers
and coal dealers, No sainries ace paid to oficluls,
Al services aro voluntary, The commitiee consists
of twenty membors, who are often called upon by
thelr countrymen in distress on days when the
office 1s closed. ‘The sooloty has §20,000 inveated in
mortgages, and the imierest, with anaunl subserip-
Hons ol fve o Bty dollars, complete the BUM Neces-
Sary [or I8 purposes,  Passages of destilute Freach
pugp!e 10 France are often patd by the society,

ien Fatlier Hyscinthe agreed 1o speak at the
Acndemy the commistee decided to piace Lhe price
of parquat and diess circle, roserved seats, at ten
doilnrs; those not reserved, wcinding the seata of
the second uer, were to be fve dollars, and the
faily circle and gallery, one doliar, They fuily ex-
peoted to il the house on those tering, A sperulator
ofterad them §10,000 net (or the recapta.  The lec-
turer, hovever, would not wlow any mgher (erms
than two dollarg for reserved seats ane dollar
lorall otbers,

The nn 4 wihich were allempied 1w be ex-
ercised on the City Judge during the teial of Mare
Allon, sod wolen  he lndignaniy repeaed, do oot
appenr to have falicd of efect tn other quarters,

The public will ve gstonlsined —if, widesd, 1t can be
astoulshed at anyuing doae by New York poll-
ticians—thal Mart Allen 1s not at work 1n Sing sSing
Frigon, doiug the State some service or bis many
CTImes il mISlemepnors, sut 18 1 the guiee enjoy-
mens of WS ooy eum dig. in the City  Prison,
awalilng with calo coufldence the tne wheo some
fresher crime and newer ertminal Wil absorb public
ubtendon, It s pot very hkely that e wiii have
tong to walt, and then his weil posted counsel will
casly Docus-pogus him out b bis Lght-tingeed von
federates,

It will be remembersd that Allen’s counsel at-
tempied to oliain an arrest of judgment after the
renderng of the verdict, out that Judge Beofora
prompely refused. The cise wis cledr sgnnst the
Prisoner, and It Waa impossioie W see any exiening-
lng eircamstances.  Badled for tie time being, ihe
prisoner's counsel determined on  wking  other
means of securing tie relesse of the conviet, and he
succemded, Tne conviet was @iven over (o the
sheryt, who was responsible for s safe Keoplug
NI e Was securely plaocd [side e gited of Sing

Slog, 1Ewue also the duty of the Sheril to ses
that  toe conviel was sent in charge of
his deputies to the Biote  Prison a8 seon ns
possinie after the remdition of the sepntence, Hut us

1t 18 castomary for the Shentd (o put prisoners o the
Lombe 1or Sald Keeplog unts the deputios are réndy
1o take them o ther designnied place of laiprison.
meint Mart Allen was copveyved from the Court of
Genera! Sesslons and salely locked up for the nighs
Witlin the granite willd of the ony Prisoo,  This
Wil o sty nl?'hl. wul K conld scarcaly be ax.
pected of the snerif’s qeputiea W go up e river
WLl the convicl ot thit day; but Monday was very
fine and bright, and it wouid not have njured the
dejcate leilows i the least If they took the
train for Sing Sing with the much oommiserated
Alien,  Hut the Sherdit did not sée it and so they Jdig
pot.  Thuat soencedy saw and belleved thers can be
NO AouLE, but who was “seen” 18 aoother fuattor,
Allen dud not go to Sing Slug, and in all probabiiy
wihil not, s connsel 18 very sdroi, sud he Allen
fumily are not very poor,

No pru.{mrnlmu was made 1o take Allen to Sing
Sing on Mouday morning, and the ¢xplanation was
found to beln the dhape of & “writ of error a0 &
Stay of proceedings’ in his case ssusd by Judge
Cardozo, of the supreme Congt of the State of Now
York, which was duiy served on the Keeper of the
Clty Prison, This extraordinary conduet was maue
known toa few ouly, and the order of the Judge or
copy of 16 ienot in tne Sherirs oMoee,

RESCUED FROM DROWNING.

Charies MoGover, residlog In Monsion straeh,
near Yartek street, foll overboard at the foot of Perry

Atreet, last night, and was resgaed by some boalmen,
He waa taken to the Ninth preciact statlum lioss by
oflicer Malwer and propers carva lor,



